THE  STRUGGLE  FOR  EXISTENCE
cause for criticism in the conduct of Ministers, who in
their turn perforce adopt measures alien to the tradi-
tions of Westminster. A S7$tem founded on com-
promise cannot suddenl7 take on the ways of a military
State; and efforts in this direction generally produce
more friction than activity. At such times John Bull,
flurried and angry, short-sighted but opinionated, be-
wildered but dogged as ever, is a sight to move the gods
to laughter, and his counsellors to despair."1
The reformers, however, had only themselves to blame,
for such verses as those of Thelwall:
But cease, ye fleecing Senators
Your country to undo,
Or know, we British sans-culottes
Hereafter may fleece you,
were not calculated to reassure moderate opinion as to the
aims of those who entertained such sentiments, and met
in a so-called British Convention: nor were posters which
expressed such sentiments as,
"You may as well look for chastity and mercy in
the Empress of Russia, honour and consistency from the
King of Prussia, wisdom and plain dealing from
the Emperor of Germany, as a single speech of virtue
from our Hell born Minister."2
The Press played a prominent part in this controversy,
and there was a loud cry for reform in
Couriers, and Stars, Sedition's evening host,
The Morning Chronicle and Morning Post.
The Star was the first evening daily paper, while the
1  Rose, J. R: Tbe Life of William Pitt, Vol. II, p. 164.
2  "H.6." Geo. Ill (Domestic), p. 36.
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